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This sketch shows a LOW DENSITY development on any street 

type, consisting of a single storey detached dwelling. The 

dwelling has a north facing frontage with their outdoor living 

area located in the front yard to maximise solar gain.

The car port is positioned behind the front of the dwelling with 

the front door clearly visible from the street.

DESIGN ASPECTS SHOWN IN THIS SKETCH

- No front fencing for passive surveillance

- Outdoor living area is in the front yard to utilise north- facing 

frontage. Low vegetation to provide some privacy

- Front door is clearly visible from the street

- Carport to the side of the building and set back from the front 

wall of the house

- Simple roof form that is proportionate to the house Limit side 

fencing to behind the front of the house Service strip merged 

with front yard





ITEM ASPECT CRITERIA ( / X ) 

1C.1 LOT SIZE 550-650m2 maximum  

1C.2 SITE COVERAGE Less than 40% maximum site coverage (includes garage)  

1C.3 MINIMUM 
FLOOR AREA 

175m2 (buildings are to be no taller than 2 storeys and 8m high)  

1C.4 MATERIALS AND 
COLOURS 

The external materials and colour of your house should reflect New Zealand character. 
Generally, all building materials must be clearly recognisable by its function and use. A 
suitable mix of materials is considered important with one material being primary and at 
least one other material is to be incorporated. External colour selection specifications must 
be submitted for approval with plans. 

 

1C.5 ROOF FORM Simple roof forms which reflect the style of the house should be adopted, consider the 
street frontage elevation and offer variety on the streetscape. Complex roof forms should 
be avoided. The roof slope should not exceed 40°. 

 

1C.6 BLANK WALLS Blank walls of greater than 3.0m in length shall not face a common boundary with a street 
or reserve or adjoining property. 

 

1C.7 SET BACKS 4m from road boundary, 2m from internal boundary. Garage as per Selwyn District Council.  

1C.8 OUTDOOR 
LIVING SPACE 

Minimum of 50m2. Balconies must only be located on a facade that faces a road boundary 
or reserve. 

 

1C.9 FRONT DOOR Front doors are sheltered and clearly visible from the street. Front door location is 
highlighted through design (eg. recesses, paths, steps, porches, colour) 

 

1C.10 ANCILLARY 
ELEMENTS 

All accessory structures are designed to integrate their visual appearance with the overall 
built-form and continue the same architectural style. Solar panels are to be fixed and 
located discretely so that they aren’t generally visible from the street or neighbouring 
property, unless they are of a low-profile type and match the roof pitch. Fire flues shall be 
enclosed in a material that is consistent with the exterior cladding and be “boxed in”. 

 

1C.11 GARAGE 
DOOR AND ON 
SITE PARKING 

The garage door should be set back further than the front face of the house on all front 
lots, not exceed 6m in width when facing the street and have a 5.5m set back allowing for 
on-site parking if in the front yard. The architectural style, material, colour and overall visual 
appearance of the garage roof, door and walls shall match the design of the house it is 
part of. 

 

1C.12 BINS / STORAGE 
/ CLOTHES 
LINES / UTILITIES 

Ensure bins and storage areas are screened from public areas. This includes clothes lines, 
heat pump units and satelite dishes. Satellite dishes and aerials are not to be located on 
street or reserve frontages. Garden sheds, permanent or temporary are not to be located 
within the front yard (except builder’s sheds during construction). 

 

 

The Low Density Zone provides for larger detached houses on 

average sized lots. Houses are likely to be single storey lthough 

two storey dwellings are encouraged to create diversity. Like all 

zones, the design should not adversely affect the amenity and 

privacy of neighbouring properties, avoid any adverse domi-

nance effect at the interface with other sites or public space and 

maximise the amenity and enjoyment of the residents.

GENERAL SITE LAYOUT CHARACTERISTICS

• The position of the house within the site needs to take into 

consideration the appropriate location of the principal internal 

living area and outdoor living area in relation to solar orienta-

tion and sunshine hours of summer and winter.

• The dwellings need to be located such that there is a flat, 

well-proportioned private outdoor space at ground level which 

is directly accessible from the principal living area of the house.

• Where a garage door faces a street boundary, the garage 

should be positioned behind the front face of the house with 

sufficent space for on-site parking.

The table to the right is a Design Checklist for Low Density 

Development.
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STEP 2 - FENCING  Go to page 7 

STEP 3 - LANDSCAPE  Go to page 8 

Front door is clearly visible 

from street and pedestrian 

path provided 

Garage is Bins / 

positioned storage / 

behind the heat units 

front wall of the - area 

dwelling screened 
- STREET - 

LETTERBOX DRIVEWAY 

HABITABLE 
ROOM 

GARAGE 

ENTRANCE 

Front fence is set 

back 5.5m from 

the boundary. 

Side fences 

provided by 

Avanda up to 

5.5m from the 

street boundary 

Floor Area 
(175 - 260m2*) 

*for a 650m2 lot 

INTERNAL LIVING AREA 

Direct access 

OUTDOOR LIVING 
- 50m2 minimum 

SOUTH FACING FRONT YARD 

Front door is clearly visible 

from street and pedestrian 

path provided 

Bins / 

storage / 

heat units 

- area 

screened 
- STREET - 

LETTERBOX 

DRIVEWAY 

GARAGE 1.0m 

Front fence 

is set back 

5.5m from the 

boundary. 

Side fences 

provided by 

Avanda up 

to 5.5m from 

the street 

boundary 

HABITABLE 
ROOM 

ENTRANCE 

Floor Area 
(175 - 260m2*) 

*for a 650m2 lot 

INTERNAL LIVING AREA 
 
Direct access 

OUTDOOR LIVING 
- 50m2 minimum 

SOUTH FACING FRONT YARD 

5.
5m

 
4m

 m
in

im
um

 

4.
0m

 

5.
5m

 

4m
 m

in
im

um
 

5.
0m

 

8.
0m

 

6.
0m

 
2.

0m
 





8


